

15/2020
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF

GOWDALL PARISH COUNCIL

WHICH TOOK PLACE REMOTELY
TUESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 6.30pm

            Present:  
Councillor C. Emsen - Chairman (in the chair) 


Councillor J. Boasman



Councillor S. Shears


Councillor A. Markot



Councillor T. Wharvell



           In attendance:
Mrs. P.A. Sykes – Clerk
 069    TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

 It is a legal requirement that all apologies, forwarded to the Clerk, must contain the reasons for absence from Parish Council meetings.  This information is confidential and will not be minuted.  
Apologies were received from Ward Councillors Fox and Searginson.

070   DECLARATION OF INTEREST

In accordance with the Code of Conduct which was adopted by Gowdall Parish Council in November 2019, any member must declare an interest and identify the Agenda item which they think they may have an interest in according to the Declaration of Members Interest and the type of interest being declared.

Councillor Emsen declared a non-pecuniary interest relating to Agenda item 072 20/02493/VAR
071
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


RESOLVED - The minutes of the remote meeting of the Council held on Thursday 7th July 2020 were circulated, read and signed as a true copy.  It was noted that the July meeting was not the Annual Assembly as stated in the July Minutes.
072
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 Planning Applications


Planning Applications – Variation of Condition

20/02493/VAR – Variation of Condition 7 (approved plans) of planning permission 18/03715/PLF (Erection of a dwelling).  Land East of 15 Main Street, Gowdall.  

It was noted that the dormer windows on the revised plans are facing East/West.  This is not acceptable and an objection would be raised unless the dormer windows are to be North/South as in the previous planning application.  The Consultee Comments have been forwarded to ERYC.

Notice of Decision

20/01161/PLF Erection of a detached two storey triple garage to front of dwelling house Bryda Place, 110 Main Street, Gowdall.  APPROVED
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073
TO DISCUSS ANY CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

ERYC  
Samantha McGivern.  Countryside Access Officer.  Highlighting some issues concerning the use of Public Rights of Way and has forwarded an information sheet.
Alan Bravey – issued the latest news concerning the Community Response Hub.
Mathew Buckley – Head of Legal and Democratic Services – asks if there is any aspect of the Code of Conduct or any other matters relating to Parish Council governance the Parish Council would like to see covered in any future training programme, virtual or otherwise.

Mathew Buckley - Head of Legal and Democratic Services – states that ERYC still recommend that where meetings can take place virtually or by teleconference, without the need for face to face contact, they should continue to do so.    However, at this moment in time, and legally a Parish Council meeting could take place face to face with members of the public in attendance.  However, a Risk Assessment should be carried out and these meetings must be managed within the social distancing guidance and principles.

Matt Laud – Apprentice Business Development Officer is carrying out a survey to identify challenges faced within communities in relation to the Covid-19 Pandemic.

NHS East Riding of Yorkshire – invite representatives to their Virtual Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 15th September 2020 from 5pm.

Humberside Police – issued their Parish/Town News Release for Goole Wards – August 2020

Drax Power Station - is hosting a virtual public consultation on its planning application for Flue Gas Desulphurisation Plant Demolition and reconfiguration of Biomass Receipt, Handling and Storage Facilities.
Environment Agency – Richard Shearman informs the Council that there have been delays in proving any information to the extend of the repairs necessary and that works are due to commence on 15th August next and should be completed within a 3 month period.

Zurich Municipal – inform the Council that we have access to their free Local Community Advisory Service designed to help the Council identify and manage potential risks.

ERNLLCA – back dated newsletters were circulated.

074
TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS FOR APPROVAL

a.  Accounts for payment


Danvm Drainage Rates                                                         2.42


Gowdall Social Centre 02.10.19 – 12.03.20                       77.00



Gowdall Social Centre – Electricity to Defibrillator          20.00



Information Commissioners Office                                    40.00

     RESOLVED that all invoices presented for payment were approved 

b. Budget Monitor & Quarterly Bank Reconciliation, List of Payments


RESOLVED  that the Quarterly Budget Monitor and the Quarterly Bank Reconciliation together with the Bank Statements were presented to the Parish Council, approved and signed by the Chairman.


HU0101-Receipt of documents – notification of exempt status, 2020


PKF Littlejohn. External Auditor, states that they have received and logged the notification of exempt status for the year ended 31st March 2020 submitted to them for Gowdall Parish Council.  By notifying them that Gowdall Parish Council has claimed exemption there is no review to be performed and consequently no auditor certificate and report, or any other closure documentation will be issued by them for this reporting year.  Unless PKF Littlejohn receive any correspondence from local electors during the period for the exercise for public rights that 
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requires them to contact the Parish Council we will not hear from them again until the planning for the 2020/21 review year gets underway.


RESOLVED that this information has been received, approved and adopted by Gowdall Parish Council.  All documents for public display will appear on the Parish Web Site and Parish Notice Boards for the required length of time.
075
TO FURTHER DISCUSS THE CHILDREN’S WALKING ROUTE TO SCHOOL FROM THE PARISH

The numbers of children using the bus will increase as the term proceeds.  ERYC would appear to have no further plans on this matter.
076
TO DISCUSS AND REVIEW THE CONTENT OF THE WEB SITE REGARDING THE NEW WEBSITE ACCESSIBILITY REGULATIONS 2020

The deadline for upgrade of the Parish Website is 23rd September 2020.
Councillor Boasman has studied the Parish Council website at length and states that the only outstanding issue is that the pictures on the website need to be labelled.  Councillor Boasman will address this situation and circulate his suggestions ready for the deadline of 23rd September 2020.
077
 TO DISCUSS THE REQUEST FOR AN ADDITIONAL SEAT AND THE COST OF A LITTER BIN

It was decided to postpone the request for an additional litter bin.

The family proposing to erect a memorial seat have stated that they will be willing to supply a recycled seat.  An agreement could be agreed for the maintenance of the seat or the Parish Council could adopt the seat.  This will be discussed at a later date.
078
 TO DISCUSS THE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA (FACE BOOK) BY GOWDALL PARISH COUNCIL

RESOLVED that Gowdall Parish Council’s Facebook page, as outlined by Councillor Boasman, will be given a 3 month trial commencing from this meeting.  Many members were not in favour of this suggestion but agreed to the trial period.
079
 TO WELCOME A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY AND TO RECEIVE THE FLOOD WARDEN’S REPORT


Vicky Townend from the Environment attended the meeting via Zoom and gave a very interesting and informative report of the works taking place and the future works which will take place in the area which will improve the flood defences in the area.

Councillor Boasman is to meet Vicky and Fiona on site to discuss further works.  Councillor Boasman is to contact the other Flood Warden for the area and keep her informed of the works as they progress.


The Chairman thanked Councillor Boasman for arranging this meeting and for Vicky Townend for attending the meeting.

080
 TO DISCUSS EAST RIDING OF YORKSHIRE’S RESPONSIBILITY FOR GRITTING


This matter is to be placed on the November Agenda
081
TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OF ADDITIONAL GRASS CUTTING WITHIN THE PARISH


It was agreed that the state of the grass on Field Lane from Pontefract Road to Newby Lane is a cause for concern.  A price has been received for the cutting of this area from the road to the hedge, both sides for the sum of £300.  £150 will be charged to cut one width, both sides.
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3 quotations are to be sought for this work asap and a decision will be made as soon as the quotations have been received, to complete the work before the cutting season concludes.

ERYC will only cut within the parish limits which appear to be Pontefract Road, ERYC are to be asked for confirmation whether the cutting limit is up to the 30mph signs or the parish limits.

082
 TO DISCUSS THE PROVISION OF HANGING BASKETS FOR THE 2021 SEASON


Everyone agreed that the hanging baskets for this season have been exquisite and the best display Gowdall has had.  There are a number of baskets which are in the wrong position and will be moved for the 2021 season.


A request was made that we acquire 3 quotations in time to make a decision for the 2021 season.  Photographs of displays of hanging baskets will be required from anyone submitting a quotation for the 2021 season.  Councillors stated that they would not necessarily accept the lowest quotation as quality is the most important factor.
083
 TO DISCUSS THE FREEDOME OF INFORMATION REQUESTS


 Councillor Boasman asked the Clerk to make a FOI request in relation to works being carried out in the Parish.  Acknowledgements have been received but to date no information has been received.  
Chairman will close the meeting whilst the next item on the Agenda takes place

084  
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
          Any member of the public named on the Register of Electors will be allowed no more that 5 minutes to address members present.  Any suitable issues taken from this discussion will be placed on forthcoming Agenda


No members of the public were present.

The Chairman re-opened the meeting

085
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ATTENDING MEETINGS

No meetings have taken place recently.
086
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS

There were no Ward Councillors present.





The tree
087   MATTERS TO BE PLACED ON NOVEMBER 2020 AGENDA OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

To discuss the Freedom of information requests


To discuss the quotations for the Hanging baskets for season 2021


To discuss and set the 2021/22 Budget


To arrange the gritting programme for the 2020/21 season


The supply and finance of the Parish Christmas Tree


To receive an update from ERYC regarding Sandpit Nurseries

To discuss the extra cutting of Field Lane and the condition of the hedges


To report on Facebook
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088   DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Gowdall Parish Council will take place on Thursday 12th November 2020 at 7pm
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC FOR THE DURATION OF THIS AGENDA DUE TO THE CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED

089   TO APPROVE STAFF PAYMENTS
         RESOLVED that staff payments were discussed and approved 
         RESOLVED that NALC pay recommendations were discussed and approved.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm
Signed …………………………………………    Date  ……………………………………..


