

01/2025
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF

GOWDALL PARISH COUNCIL

WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE SOCIAL CENTRE, GOWDALL
THURSDAY 16th JANUARY 2025 at 6.30pm  

            Present:  
Councillor C. Emsen - Chairman (in the chair) 


Councillor A. Markot


Councillor T. Wharvell


Councillor P. Woodall


3  residents were present


           In attendance:
Mrs. P.A. Mrs Mrs. P. A. Sykes– Clerk
 001    TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

 It is a legal requirement that all apologies, forwarded to the Clerk, must contain the reasons for absence from Parish Council meetings.  This information is confidential and will not appear in the minutes.
Apologies were received from Councillor Fox.

002   DECLARATION OF INTEREST

In accordance with the Code of Conduct which was adopted by Gowdall Parish Council in November 2021, any member must declare an interest and identify the Agenda item which they think they may have an interest in according to the Declaration of Members Interest and the type of interest being declared.

No Declarations were made.

003
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


RESOLVED - The minutes of the meetings of the Council held on Thursday 21st November 2024 and Budget meeting held on Thursday 21st November 2024 were circulated, read and signed as a true copy.  
004
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

Planning Applications

It has been noted that there is a caravan in the field where previously horses grazed.  This field is now taped off into individual plots. The field is situated on Dore Lane over the crossings. Further investigation is to take place.
005
TO DISCUSS ANY CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

ERYC


All correspondence received from ERYC has been passed on to Councillors for their information.


ERNLLCA


All correspondence received from ERNLLCA has been passed on to Councillors for their information.
006
TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS FOR APPROVAL

 a.  Accounts for payment

Duffins Garden Machinery – Scarecrow Garden Maintenance        185.00

Payment of staff salary and expenses

Henry Jubb – new Festival Lighting for Scarecrow Garden              95.00

Hemry Jubb – Christmas Tree Lights                                               325.00
  C. Emsen – refreshments for Christmas lights switch on                 118.16
  HMRC                                                                                               388.20
  Zurich Insurance                                                                               300.00
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RESOLVED Invoices produced for payment were initialled by two Parish Councillors and were       approved for payment via Business Internet Banking. 

b.  To confirm and approve the 2025/2026 Budget


RESOLVED – The 2025/2026 Draft Budget discussed during the November 2024 meeting was approved.   

           c.   To set the Precept for 2025/2026

  RESOLVED – The Precept for the 2025/2026 period will be increased by 2.61%.  

           d.  To approve the Bank Reconciliation, List of Payments, Budget Monitor up to 31.12.2024

 RESOLVED – The above documents were circulated, read and approved.

A quotation has been received from the Grass Cutting Contractor for the 2025 grass cutting season.  The cost per cut and the cost of maintaining the Scarecrow Garden has increased.


RESOLVED – that this increase is approved with the provision that the price would be held for 2025 & 2026.
007
TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS THE CHAIRMANS REPORT


Donations received from refreshments during the lights switch on will be donated to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance.


The bridge which has fallen into disrepair is still the subject of negotiations.  This structure is unsafe but a barrier has been placed at either end to stop pedestrian access.  A notice has been placed in this vicinity by Environment Agency.
The Enforcement Officer for ERYC is to be contacted regarding the caravans still behind the licensed premises in the Parish.

Network Rail are repeatedly parking on the road too close to the railway line.  This is a danger as vehicles now have to pull out well into the middle of the road.  ERYC were asked to consider placing double yellow lines on this part of the road.  No reply has been received from ERYC but it has been noted that works vehicles are parking a short distance away from the railway line.

Santa Clause is retiring this year.  His successor will be sought before the Festive period 2025.


Flood banks – Snaith & Cowick – the plan for Lower Aire Valley has not reached completion.  At a recent DB meeting a representative from ERYC joined the meeting and confessed they knew nothing about the plan.  This project goes back to 2020 floods and to date no recommendations have been received.  Chairman has warned Snaith Town Council that if Pickhill flood cross bank over-tops there could be consequences for Snaith and Cowick.
008
TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS THE FLOOD WARDEN’S REPORT
There have been 2 flood alerts recently.
Residents should check their home Insurance covers flood.  It has come to light that not all policies quoted on the comparison websites comply.

Damage on Hensall Primary Bank.  EA are aware.

There is some mole damage on the banks.

009
TO DISCUSS A REQUEST TO EXTEND THE SPEED LIMIT SIGNS

A resident has contacted the Parish Council with concerns and evidence that it would be most beneficial if the speed limit signs were moved further outside the Parish.  The area concerned is on the designated school walking route and is a blind bend.


The Clerk has been instructed to send this letter from the resident to ERYC and acknowledge the letter from the resident.
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010
TO DISCUSS THE ISSUE OF FLY TIPPING
It has been noted that there is an issue of fly tipping within the Parish which should be addressed.  Photographs are to be taken and sent to ERYC with a covering letter.  The coloured bags are from legitimate litter pickers within the Parish and will be collected by the operatives on usual pick up days.
011
TO DISCUSS THE RELOCATION OF THE LITTER BIN ON THE CORNER OF MAIN STREET AND HIGH MEADOW/SALT BINS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 

ERYC are to be asked yet again to visit the site of the litter bin and give their opinion of removal, siting and condition of the bin.
The costings of replacing the contents of salt bins and maintenance were discussed.
012
TO CONSIDER CASUAL VACANCY WITHIN THE PARISH COUNCIL


A notice is to be placed on the Parish Notice Boards and on social media inviting interested parties to apply to the Parish Council  in the first instance.

013
TO DISCUSS THE COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW – FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS


Notification has been given that the number of Parish Councillors for Gowdall is to stay at 5.  
014
TO DISCUSS GOWDALLS WALKED ROUTE TO SCHOOL


As the designated Safe Walking Route to school from Gowdall was designated some time ago this issue should appear on a future Agenda when further evidence has been acquired.

Chairman will close the meeting whilst the next item on the Agenda takes place

015
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The cost of hiring the Social Centre per hour is to be changed on the website from £8 per hour to £10 per hour.


There has been a polite complaint from some residents that parked cars belonging to visitors to the Social Centre are blocking some residents driveways.  These drivers will be politely made aware.

Chairman will reopen the meeting

016
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ATTENDIN OTHER MEETINGS


Councillor Woodall was present at the latest Drax Liaison meeting which outlined a problem with the theft of copper.  


Meetings with Government are ongoing regarding Carbon Capture which are key to the long term future of Drax.
017
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS


Although Ward Councillor Fox did not attend the meeting she did send apologies and assured the community that she would be willing to work for them within her capacity of Ward Councillor.

018
ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON THE NEXT AGENDA


To discuss the Casual Vacancy


To further discuss litter bins

019
TO SET THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING


The next meeting of Gowdall Parish Council will be the Annual Assembly which will take place on Thursday 6th March at 6pm in the Social Centre.


This meeting will be followed by the March Parish Council meeting.


There is a possibility that this date may have to be moved but notice will be given in good time.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm
[image: image1.png]



Signed …………………………………………    Date  ……………………………………..


