

 MINUTES OF GOWDALL VILLAGE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
WHICH TOOK PLACE ON 

THURSDAY 6th MARCH 2025 AT 6.00pm

IN THE SOCIAL CENTRE, MAIN STREET, GOWDALL

                                 Present                   Councillor C. Emsen (in the chair)






                Councillor A. Markot






    Councillor T. Wharvell



                            Councillor P. Woodall






   2 Residents of the Parish of Gowdall






  Ward Councillor Caroline Fox

                       In attendance:        Mrs. P.A. Sykes – Clerk

APOLOGIES


There were no Apologies
                  MINUTES 
The minutes of the Annual Assembly held on 7nd March 2024, were received and confirmed and signed as a true record. 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

· Councillor Knowles resigned his position as Parish Councillor.
· ERYC confirmed that no election would be necessary so a Casual Vacancy was advertised.  This position has not yet been filled.
· Councillors Markot and Woodall were thanked for attending the Drax Liasson meetings and informing the Parish Council of content of the meetings. 
· The Internal and External Audits of Gowdall Parish Council have been completed and no adverse reports have been received.  A Certificate of Exemption has been received from the External Auditor.
· ERYC have yet again turned down the request of Gowdall Parish Council for a detailed Risk Assessment regarding the Walk to School Report.  It was decided that the Parish Council are not willing to pursue this item further.  It was agreed that Gowdall Parish Council have no option but to stop contacting ERYC and hope that no accident takes place on this route.
It was also noted that the present school bus can only carry a maximum of 8 passengers, there are more than 8 children requiring the school bus in the village. The ERYC agreed to ensure the school bus would be able to take all children that required the bus when they met Gowdall Parish Council to outline why they were taking the free bus service away.  It was reported to the Parish Council that a number of children who pay for their seat were unable to use the bus and were turn away because of a lack of capacity.   It was decided that ERYC will be contacted and asked to provide a bus which will accommodate all children, free and for those who have to pay.

· Agreed that yellow dog stencils will not appear in the Parish.
· ERYC contacted the Parish Council regarding the salt bins in the Parish and issued costings for the inspection and filling of present bins.  Gowdall Parish Council decided that this offer was not acceptable.
· Grass cutting within the Parish was a success during the 2024 season and the same contractor would be cutting the grass within the Parish for the 2025 season.
FLOOD WARDEN’S REPORT
· Councillor Woodall gave a report stating that:-
· There have been two flood alerts since the beginning of 2025.
· Damage to the Riverbanks will be fixed this summer.
· System Trials will be taking place.
· There are 8 Flood Wardens in the Parish of Gowdall.

· It was noted that residents should check their home insurance to ascertain whether or not their policy does in fact give full cover for their property should it be damaged by flood water.

CORRESPONDENCE


There was no correspondence

         TO DISCUSS ANY MATTERS ARISING FROM PERSONS PRESENT
· The Flagpole is at present awaiting repairs and will be raised when this work is complete.

The Chairman thanked all present at this meeting and promised that their queries and recommendations would receive attention via Agenda during the next financial year.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.25pm
Signed …………………………………….     Date  …………………………………………
Chairman

