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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF

GOWDALL PARISH COUNCIL

WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE SOCIAL CENTRE, GOWDALL
THURSDAY 6th MARCH 2025 
FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY  

            Present:  
Councillor C. Emsen - Chairman (in the chair) 


Councillor A. Markot


Councillor T. Wharvell


Councillor P. Woodall


2  residents were present


Ward Councillor Caroline Fox


           In attendance:
Mrs. P.A. Mrs Mrs. P. A. Sykes– Clerk
 020    TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

 It is a legal requirement that all apologies, forwarded to the Clerk, must contain the reasons for absence from Parish Council meetings.  This information is confidential and will not appear in the minutes.
No apologies were received.
021   DECLARATION OF INTEREST

In accordance with the Code of Conduct which was adopted by Gowdall Parish Council in November 2021, any member must declare an interest and identify the Agenda item which they think they may have an interest in according to the Declaration of Members Interest and the type of interest being declared.

No Declarations were made.

022
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


RESOLVED - The minutes of the meetings of the Council held on Thursday 16th January 2025 were circulated, read and signed as a true copy.  
023
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

Planning Applications

There were no planning applications
024
TO DISCUSS ANY CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

ERYC


All correspondence received from ERYC has been passed on to Councillors for their information.


ERNLLCA


All correspondence received from ERNLLCA has been passed on to Councillors for their information.
025
TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS FOR APPROVAL

 a.  Accounts for payment

Payment of staff salary  December and March

ERNLLCA – Councillor Training                                                          24.00

P.A. Sykes – reimbursement for cash book purchased                           33.39


Yorkshire Water – rent for the Scarecrow Garden                                  20.00


HMRC                                                                                                   214.20


Clerks expenses    December and March 2 @ £76                                152.00


ERYC Relocation of waste bin                                                             198.00


ICO Annual Fee                                                                                      40.00
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            Gowdall Social Centre – Meetings                                                           78.00
            All invoices received were passed for payment.

Due to recent Government changes to Employers National Insurance, a decrease to the threshold £9,096 to £5,000 per year and a percentage rate rise from 13.80% to 15.00% it is estimated that Gowdall Parish Council will be paying additional Employers NI contributions commencing on 1st April 2025.

026
TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS THE CHAIRMANS REPORT
ERYC have yet again turned down the request of Gowdall Parish Council for a detailed Risk Assessment regarding the Walk to School Report.  It was decided that the Parish Council are not willing to pursue this item further.  It was agreed that Gowdall Parish Council have no option but to stop contacting ERYC and hope that no accident takes place on this route.
It is noted that the present school bus can only carry a maximum of 8 passengers.  Other families in the Parish have offered to pay for their children to use this bus but there is no room.  It was decided that ERYC will be contacted and asked to provide a bus which will accommodate all children, free or for those willing to pay.
Agreed that yellow dog stencils will not appear in the Parish.
ERYC contacted the Parish Council regarding the salt bins in the Parish and issued costings for the inspection and filling of present bins.  Gowdall Parish Council decided that this offer was not acceptable.

Grass cutting within the Parish was a success during the 2024 season and the same contractor would be cutting the grass within the Parish for the 2025 season.  
After the success of the Hanging Basket scheme during the 2024 growing season it was decided that the same scheme will take place for the 2025 growing season.
027
TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS THE FLOOD WARDEN’S REPORT
Footpath No.6 – Bridge – Nothing new has been reported but at the end of January the request was sent to the Bridge Team.  A resident has been in touch with the Bridge Team several times and she has been told that this issue has been placed on the list of Bridge Repairs.
Other issues were discussed during the Annual Assembly:-

There have been two flood alerts since the beginning of 2025.

Damage to the Riverbanks will be fixed this summer.

System Trials will be taking place.

There are 8 Flood Wardens in the Parish of Gowdall.

It was noted that residents should check their home insurance to ascertain whether or not their policy does in fact give full cover for their property should it be damaged by flood water.






028
TO DISCUSS THE RELOCATION OF THE LITTER BIN ON THE CORNER OF MAIN STREET AND HIGH MEADOW/SALT BINS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 

ERYC have visited the site and relocated the litter bin to the preferred site.
029
TO CONSIDER CASUAL VACANCY WITHIN THE PARISH COUNCIL


Gowdall Parish Council is actively trying to fill the Vacancy for a Councillor.
Chairman will close the meeting whilst the next item on the Agenda takes place

030
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A resident will keep a close watch on the condition of the bridge and report to the Parish Council.

Concerns were raised about the reported drug incidents within the Parish.  Gowdall Parish Council are to contact ERYC and request their assistance yet again in this matter.  It was noted that ERYC do not keep the Parish Council ‘in the loop’ regarding their actions following any requests arising from residents concerns.  

There is still a caravan on Dore Lane.

Chairman will reopen the meeting
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031
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ATTENDIN OTHER MEETINGS


Councillor Woodall was thanked for attending the Drax Liasson meeting and a short report of the meeting was given.

Chairman and Cllr Markot attended the recent Burial Board meeting and reported the change in Precept. 

032
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS


Ward Councillor Fox reported that at the recent ERYC Full Council meeting Parish and Town Councils were on the Agenda.  It is a concern that residents seem to be reluctant to put themselves forward for the role of Parish Councillor.
Gowdall is very strong where flood issues are concerned.  There are 9 Flood Wardens serving the community, Snaith have none.

Although Gowdall is a very strong Parish there are great concerns that ERYC does not appear to listen to the Parish Council.  Ward Councillor Fox would like to hear of any areas of concern so she can work on behalf of Gowdall Parish Council with ERYC.

033
ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON THE NEXT AGENDA


To decide upon the Cooption of Parish Councillor

To receive and approve the Annual End of Year accounts together with the Internal Auditors Report prior to forwarding to the External Auditor.

To discuss the purchase of a flag to commemorate VE Day.

034
TO SET THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING


Because of the forthcoming Election the next Parish Council meeting will take place Monday 19th May 2025 

This will follow the Annual Meeting of Gowdall Parish Council – The Annual Meeting will commence at 6.30pm.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40pm
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Signed …………………………………………    Date  ……………………………………..


