

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GOWDALL PARISH COUNCIL

WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE SOCIAL CENTRE, GOWDALL
MONDAY 19th MAY 2025 
FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL MEETING OF GOWDALL PARISH COUNCIL  

            Present:  
Councillor C. Emsen - Chairman (in the chair) 


Councillor A. Markot


Councillor T. Wharvell


Councillor P. Woodall


2  residents were present



           In attendance:
Mrs.                           Mrs. P. A. Sykes– Clerk
 038    TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

 It is a legal requirement that all apologies, forwarded to the Clerk, must contain the reasons for absence from Parish Council meetings.  This information is confidential and will not appear in the minutes.
Ward Councillor Fox tendered her apologies.
039   DECLARATION OF INTEREST

In accordance with the Code of Conduct which was adopted by Gowdall Parish Council in November 2021, any member must declare an interest and identify the Agenda item which they think they may have an interest in according to the Declaration of Members Interest and the type of interest being declared.

No Declarations were made.

040
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


RESOLVED - The minutes of the meetings of the Council held on Thursday 6th March 2025 were circulated, read and signed as a true copy.  

The minutes of the Annual Assembly which took place on Thursday 6th March 2025 were circulated, read and signed as a true copy.

041
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

Planning Applications

A query was raised about a reported planning application in the Parish.  It was confirmed that there were no planning applications received by the Parish Council.
042
TO DISCUSS ANY CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

ERYC


All correspondence received from ERYC has been passed on to Councillors for their information.


ERNLLCA


All correspondence received from ERNLLCA has been passed on to Councillors for their information.
043
TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS FOR APPROVAL

 a.  Accounts for payment

P.A Sykes – Reimbursement for ink cartridges, travelling, working from home expenses and use of personal mobile.                                                                                    175.70

A. Markott – Reimbursement for two commemorative flags.              13.80

Danum Drainage – Drainage rate for P.C. Land                                    4.02

ERNLLCA – Annual subscription.                                                     330.77

J.G. Duffin – Grass Cutting                                                                131.25

TP Jones – PAYE – 01.04.24-31.03.25                                                72.72

ERNLLCA – Financial Essentials Event                                             66.00

Public Sector Audit – Internal Auditor                                             460.00
All invoices presented for payment were approved.
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The first half of the Precept has been received from ERYC in the sum of £5,241.21


b.  To approve the Financial Statements for the Financial year 01.04.24 to 31.03.25
   A copy of all Financial Records for 2024/25 were forwarded to members of Gowdall Parish Council for their information and perusal before the day of the meeting. 

1. RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement was considered, approved and signed by the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer.
2. RESOLVED that the Accounting Statements were considered, approved and signed by the Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer.

3. RESOLVED that the Annual Return and accompanying information, including the Exemption Certificate was considered, approved and signed and necessary documents for a smaller council will be returned to the appointed External Auditor by 30th June 2025.
4. RESOLVED that the Council’s Bank Reconciliation and Receipts and Payment Summary was considered, approved and signed by the Chairman and the Responsible Financial Officer.

5. RESOLVED that the Budget Monitor for the 2024/25 year end was considered, discussed and approved together with the Asset Register and List of Payments for the Year
6. RESOLVED that the Risk Assessment, Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were considered, discussed and approved.
7. RESOLVED that the Statutory Common period for the exercise of public rights – 2nd June 2025 to 14th July 2025 was considered, and approved.
8.   RESOLVED  it is considered, confirmed and approved that Gowdall Parish Council are       compliant with the Transparency Code - Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

9. RESOLVED discussed, considered and approved Internal Audit Report which was circulated to all Councillors for year ending 31st March 2025

All necessary End of Year Documents will be displayed on the Parish Website and Parish Notice Boards prior to being forwarded to PKF Littlejohn, the Council’s appointed External Auditor.
044
TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS THE CHAIRMANS REPORT
Wooden bridge on Footpath no 6 is considered to be unsafe because the safety barriers have been moved and are now broken.  These barriers stopped access over this bridge.  ERYC Engineers are ready to commence the work, however, the landowners will not allow heavy equipment onto the land.  Two Parish Councillors are to liaise with the landowner so this issue can be solved.  The Clerk has been instructed to contact ERYC to say the barriers are not in place and this area is considered dangerous
Electricity supply to some properties will be cut off on 28th June to enable the replacement of 2 rotten electricity poles.  It was queried whether or not a diesel generator would be supplied by Northern Power.

045
TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS THE FLOOD WARDEN’S REPORT
Nothing to report.

046
TO CONSIDER CASUAL VACANCY WITHIN THE PARISH COUNCIL


It was agreed that posters would be produced and placed on notice boards advertising this Casual Vacancy.  Interested parties will be contacted and given details of how to apply to fill this vacancy.
047
TO CONSIDER MOVING THE PARISH COUNCIL TO A  gov.uk . DOMAIN

Proposed and seconded that Gowdall Parish Council will not become a .gov.uk. domain.

048
TO REVIEW THE RISK ASSESSMENT, STANDING ORDERS AND FINANCIAL REGULATIONS


Proposed and seconded that these documents were correct.
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Chairman closed the meeting whilst the next item on the Agenda took place

049
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A query was raised regarding an issue of planning in the Parish.  The Chairman stated that he will investigate further.


Footpath no.6 and the bridge are a concern to residents who walk dogs in this area.  Two parish councillors are to try and mediate with the owner of the land. 
Chairman reopened the meeting

050
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ATTENDIN OTHER MEETINGS


No meetings have been attended.
. 
051
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS


No Ward Councillors were in attendance
052
ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON THE NEXT AGENDA


To receive a report on the Hanging Baskets
053
TO SET THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING


The date of the next Parish Council meeting will be 3rd July 2025 at 6.30pm in the Social Centre, Gowdall.

All public and press were excluded from the meeting for the following Agenda item.

054
PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL


To progress and agree a confidential staffing matter.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.30pm
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Signed …………………………………………    Date  ……………………………………..


