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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF GOWDALL PARISH COUNCIL

WHICH TOOK PLACE IN THE SOCIAL CENTRE, GOWDALL
THURSDAY 15th JANUARY 2026 at 6.30pm

            Present:  
Councillor C. Emsen - Chairman (in the chair) 


Councillor A. Markot


Councillor P. Woodall



2  residents were present



           In attendance:
Mrs.                           Mrs. P. A. Sykes– Clerk
 001    TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES

 It is a legal requirement that all apologies, forwarded to the Clerk, must contain the reasons for absence from Parish Council meetings.  This information is confidential and will not appear in the minutes.
Apologies and reasons for absence received from Councillor T. Wharvell and Ward Councillor C. Fox noted and approved.
002   DECLARATION OF INTEREST

In accordance with the Code of Conduct which was adopted by Gowdall Parish Council in November 2021, any member must declare an interest and identify the Agenda item which they think they may have an interest in according to the Declaration of Members Interest and the type of interest being declared.

003
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


RESOLVED - The minutes of the meetings of the Council held on Thursday 6th November 2025 were circulated, read and signed as a true copy, with the addition of:-   Noted that information is being sought regarding placing of fence on land north side of Gowdall Road.  Land Registry have been consulted and further information regarding maintenance and access will be brought to the attention of the Parish Council in the fulness of time. 
004
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

Planning Applications

There were no planning applications

A Webinar is taking place to update interested parties on the new Planning Strategies which will shortly be introduced.  One Councillor will attend.

ERYC Enforcement are to be reminded of the request by Gowdall Parish Council to monitor temporary accommodation erected to the rear of the Boot and Shoe Public house.

005
TO DISCUSS ANY CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

ERYC


All correspondence received from ERYC has been passed on to Councillors for their information.


ERNLLCA

          All correspondence received from ERNLLCA including details of training sessions have been passed on to Councillors for their information.
006
TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS FOR APPROVAL

 a.  Accounts for payment

         First Rescue – Defib Pads                                                              86.94

      HMRC – Tax & NI                                                             332.08


      PA Sykes – Salary


      PA Sykes – Expenses                                                           76.00


      JG Duffin – Scarecrow Garden                                          145.00


      Henry Jubb - Christmas Lights                                           325.00
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         Conrad Energy – Christmas Lights Electricity                              35.09

         C. Emsen – reimbursement cost for Christmas Tree                     60.00

                RESOLVED - All Invoices presented for payment were approved.
          b.  To receive, discuss and approve Bank Reconciliation, Budget Monitor and List of Payments

RESOLVED that the accounting records up to 31st December 2025 be approved.

Noted that maturity date for Money Market account is 30th January 2026.

RESOLVED that the full amount plus interest be re-invested in a high interest account. 
         
c.  To review and approve the Budget for the financial year 2026/2027 


     RESOLVED proposed and seconded that the Draft Budget be approved for the next financial year.
     d.   To discuss and APPROVE the Precept for the financial year 2026/27 which will be levied upon East Riding of Yorkshire Council.

RESOLVED proposed and seconded that the precept to be levied upon ERYC for financial year 2026/2027 will be £11,941.75 an increase of 3% which equates to an increase of Gowdall Parish Council’s portion of the Council Tax, per household, for the year of £2.42.

It has been noted that HSBC have informed the Parish Council that all their savings account interest rates are being reduced.
007
TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS THE CHAIRMANS REPORT

The pothole opposite the dentist has been repaired.  The walkways in the Sewage Works area have been severely damaged by tankers.  Snaith & Cowick Town Council have contacted Yorkshire Water and Highways to complain about the damage and both have stated that in their opinion the road is in good repair.  ERYC, Open Door team, will be contacted as residents are complaining that the footpath requires repairing as this is part of the ERYC’s designated safe walking path to school. It was suggested that Ward Councillors and Rt Hon Sir David Davis MP be contacted and asked for their help to address this situation.

Snaith, Cowick and Gowdall Burial Board.  It was confirmed that the Committee does consist of 7 Councillors from Snaith and 2 Councillors from Gowdall.  Also confirmed that Committee members  have to be Parish Councillors.

Noted that the present Clerk to the Burial Board has tendered her resignation and her position will terminate on 31st March 2026.  The next meeting of the Board will be February 2026.


Gowdall Parish Council are awaiting the Precept demand from the Burial Board.


The seat at the corner of Hensall Lane and Main Street requires attention.  Chairman is to investigate what level of repair is required.


ERYC have yet to reply to the request from Gowdall Parish Council regarding the legality of various planning issues on land behind and to the side of the Public House on Main Street.  Councillor Woodall is to keep the Clerk informed and forward any information regarding this issue to the Clerk.


Chairman thanked the Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council for her professionalism in the roll of Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer.


RESOLVED that a thank you letter be forwarded to a resident of the Parish who has taken it upon himself to carry out regular litter picks.
008
TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS THE FLOOD WARDEN’S REPORT
Footpath No6 Bridge has been repaired and is now in full working order.
2026 is the 6th anniversary of floods in the area.  A full report was promised which would contain matters to be addressed.  In 2021 a short report was made public which contained a few observations which have been carried out but because of conflict between the Drainage Board and Environment Agency, issues have not been implemented and two of the main actions required have not been 
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addressed.  Rt Hon Sir David Davis MP has been involved in this issue and is to be asked when this full report will be completed.
009
TO DISCUSS MOVING GOWDALL PARISH COUNCIL TO a .gov.uk. Domain



RESOLVED that when quotations for the changes suggested are received Gowdall Parish Council will change their domain, email address and email addresses of Parish Councillors.
010    TO REVIEW: STANDING ORDERS, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS, RISK ASSESSMENT ASSET REGISTER AND DISCUSSION CONCERNING ASSERTION 10


RESOLVED  that Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment  and Asset Register were revised and approved.

RESOLVED that Assertion 10 is work in progress and as soon as this is adopted as required will be approved ready for Audit
011
TO DISCUSS THE ROAD SAFETY FUND AND AUTOSPEED WATCH


The erection of speed awareness cameras was discussed.  Agreed that these could be a good addition to the Parish.  Chairman to consult Snaith Town Council.
Chairman closed the meeting whilst the next item on the Agenda took place

012
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
The footpath from the entry to the Parish to the Gate House is overrun with vegetation. Chairman will inspect and report.
Chairman reopened the meeting
013
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MEMBERS ATTENDING OTHER MEETINGS


Councillor Woodall attended the Drax Liaison meeting giving a full report including financial implications facing Drax Power Station.

014
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM WARD COUNCILLORS


No Ward Councillors were present.
015
ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON THE NEXT AGENDA


To discuss future of Gowdall Parish Council

          To adopt a .gov.uk Domain name, e mail address and individual .gov email addresses for Councillors
          To approve the Assertion 10 and IT Policy


To approve the Asset Register
To ap

016
TO SET THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING


Thursday 12th March 2026: 


6.00pm Annual Assembly


Followed by the ordinary meeting of Gowdall Parish Council 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15pm
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Signed …Chairman Cllr C. Emsen……………… Date  12th March 2026……………………………..


