

 MINUTES OF GOWDALL VILLAGE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
WHICH TOOK PLACE ON 

THURSDAY 12th MARCH 2026 AT 6.00pm

IN THE SOCIAL CENTRE, MAIN STREET, GOWDALL

                                 Present                   Councillor C. Emsen (in the chair)






                Councillor A. Markot



                            Councillor P. Woodall






    4 Residents of the Parish of Gowdall

                       In attendance:        Mrs. P.A. Sykes – Clerk

TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Councillor T. Wharvell.  Noted and accepted
                  TO NOTE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the Annual Assembly held on 6th March 2025, were received and confirmed and signed as a true record. 
TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


Precept 2026/2027 – The Precept for the next financial year has been increased by 3.2%


Finances – The Parish Council is in a comfortable position with a Contingency fund if required.
Assertion 10 & .gov.uk Domain – To comply with new legislation Gowdall Parish Council
Assertion 10 & .gov.uk Domain – To comply with new Legislation Gowdall Parish is working  towards these amendments required by Audit.
Potholes – Reports are constantly sent to ERYC regarding the number of dangerous potholes in the Parish.  If any action is taken this is merely a temporary measure and is not satisfactory.  Ward Councillors are to be contacted and asked to help address this situation.
Footpaths – It was suggested that the Payback Team should be contacted once the weather has improved.
ERYC Enforcement – Officers are constantly asked to check the lawfulness of aspects in the Parish.  Ward Councillors are to be asked to help with this situation and the Clerk has been instructed to contact ERYC .
Salt Bins – The salt bins in the Parish will be inspected in October and ERYC will be contacted if any maintenance is necessary.
Bridge on Footpath 6 – has now been reinstated to a satisfactory standard.
Casual Vacancy – There have been 3 applications to fill this post and a decision will be made once each  candidate has been interviewed.


TO RECEIVE THE FLOOD WARDEN’S REPORT


Chairman thanked the Flood Wardens for their attention to matters.  There is still an outstanding Report which is not yet addressed.  Rt Hon Sir David Davis MP has been involved in this issue and was asked when this full report will be completed.  The reply received was Spring of 2026.  There is still work being carried out on the Flood Barrier.

TO CONSIDER ANY CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

There was no correspondence

TO DISCUSS ANY MATTERS ARISING FROM PERSONS PRESENT
Enforcement Officers have spoken to the owner of the public house regarding the  lawfulness of caravans and mobile home/ static caravans and it was stated that ERYC are to take no further action.  Parish Council are to contact Enforcement to confirm this matter.
1 Main Street – the grass has been cut back and is slightly better but still not satisfactory.  ERYC have a duty of care to members of the public and if there is an accident it would lay heavy on Highways.  It is impossible to walk safely with a small child and a pushchair.  It was suggested that Payback Team should be asked to do this work late spring but it was noted that they would need a welfare facility.
Sign on Lodge Lane/Newby Lane.  The sign has been knocked and needs straightening.
The Chairman thanked all present at this meeting and promised that their queries and recommendations would receive attention via Agenda during the next financial year.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.25pm
Signed …………………………………….     Date  …………………………………………
Chairman

